
 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 12 
COOK ISLANDS 

PARLIAMENTARY GENERAL ELECTION 2026 

ELECTION SILENCE PERIOD – BLACKOUT 

The Cook Islands Electoral Officer advises all candidates, political parties, campaigners, 
media organisations, and the public that an election silence period (“blackout period”) 
applies under section 84(2) of the Electoral Act 2004. 

For the 2026 General Election, polling day is Wednesday, 12 August 2026, accordingly, the 
blackout period will commence at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11 August 2026.   

From 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11 August 2026, campaign material must not be published, 
distributed, or displayed.  This includes, but not limited to: 

• printed campaign material; 
• posters, banners and billboards; 
• campaign advertisements; 
• campaign material published or promoted through social media platforms; and 
• other material intended to promote or influence support for a candidate or political 

party. 

Online campaign material 
Any existing online campaign material that is subject to the blackout provisions should be 
removed or made unavailable from 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11 August 2026, and remain 
unavailable for the duration of the blackout period. 
 
Media organisations and broadcasters 
News broadcasters, television, radio stations, newspapers and other media organisations 
should establish their own internal cut-off times for accepting, preparing, scheduling and 
publishing campaign material to ensure that no campaign material is published or broadcast 
after the commencement of the blackout period. 

All persons and organisations involved in election campaigning and election-related 
broadcasting are reminded to ensure that their activities comply with the requirements of 
section 84 of the Electoral Act 2004. 

Dated this 8th day of August 2026 
 
 
Taggy Tangimetua 
Chief Electoral Officer 
 


